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would be registered against him unless he 'started behaving'. Two other journalists in Badin were
also threatened by an employee of the Irrigation Department to stop reporting on water shortages.

During the same month, unidentified men entered the house of a journalist in Naushero Feroze.
They tortured him and his brother and trashed up their house. The journalist believed the attack was
related to his media reports that had upset the attackers.

In August, in Khuzdar district of Balochistan, at a press conference two members of the Hindu
community named several people and held them responsible for kidnapping some Hindus for
ransom. The group said to be involved in these kidnappings called up the Khuzdar Press Club and
threatened journalists for covering the issue.

In September, a journalist who was covering a demonstration against electricity outages was beaten
up along with the protestors by personnel of infrastructure development company Frontier Works
Organization (FWO).

In October, an attack on another journalist was reported from Badin. The journalist working for a local
daily newspaper was beaten up along with his 11-year-old son by men apparently acting on the
instructions of a local drug mafia. He was severely injured. He was believed to be targeted because
he had reported on operations of the narcotics mafia in the city. Journalists staged protests and
demanded the arrest of the accused.

In Dadu, two cases of attacks against journalists were reported in October. A Union Council (UC)
secretary and an accomplice attacked journalist Ghulam Rasool who worked for two local
newspapers, in Koukar area because he had reported on increasing pollution and garbage in the
city. They warned him not to cover the issue in the future.

On October 13, a journalist, Younas Solangi, who worked for Ibrat newspaper, was beaten up by a
police officer in Dadu for covering a story on land occupation by land mafia. The story had mentioned
the alleged involvement of the police officer who then beat up and threatened the journalist.

In November, in Naushero Feroze district, a journalist was threatened on the phone by an officer at
the Tehsil municipal office (TMO) on account of his work. The journalist said the officer threatened to
have him beaten up for writing a story about corruption at the TMO office. The journalist said he did
not register a case because after journalists' protest the officer had tendered an apology.

Some of the trends discerned from looking at threats to and violence against
journalists suggested that if any powerful actor at the local level became upset
with a journalist's report it became a personal feud against the journalist where
the authorities or the constitutional protection for the freedom of expression did

not help the journalist in question. The parties that took offence at the reporting
generally did not have recourse to libel laws or any civil law remedy or lodged a
complaint with the journalist's media organisation. They did not ask the media
organisation to publicise their version. They usually proceeded to threaten the
journalistin question or beat him up.

—Correspondent
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Perilous times for journalists

For a number of years now Pakistan has been among the most dangerous countries for journalists. In
the 48 critical districts selected for closer monitoring of human rights, threats and attacks against
journalists on account of their work repeatedly came to light.

Jan-Nov 2014 Threats/attacks against journalists/HRDs in 48 districts

Region Number of attacks/threats Region Number of attacks/threats

Balochistan 3 Fata 1
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 1 Interior Sindh 11
Gilgit Baltistan 3 South Punjab 1
Total 20

The cases were reported from all parts of the country. Some of the monitored violations included the
following.

« In January, in Dadu district of Sindh, reporting of a case of human rights violations in a local
newspaper led to a land owner threatening and attacking a journalist and injuring him. In Naushero
Feroze, another journalist was threatened by a police station house officer (SHO) for his reporting.

« InFebruary, ajournalistin Mehrabpur city in Naushero Feroze district of Sindh was threatened after
submitted a report against land mafia. The threats were made through a text message on his cell
phone. Afew days later several men beat up the journalist,
injuring him. Local journalists staged a demonstration to
protest the attack and police inaction and called for the
arrest of the culprits.

* In March, in Mansehra district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa a
senior journalist who had spoken out against the murder of
another local journalist was detained, beaten up and
booked in a narcotics possession case by the police.

« InApril, the outhouse of a local journalistin Khyber Agency
in FATA was destroyed by explosives planted by an
extremist militant group.

« In May, a journalist in Gilgit Baltistan had gone to Ghizar district to cover a local traditional event
when some lady health workers shared with him the inconvenience they faced at the hands of
government officials in getting their documents verified. When the journalist went to complain on
their behalf the government officials at the Health Department called the police who beat him up.

 InJune, the police in Badin registered an allegedly false case against a senior journalist after he had
spoken against a local land mafia group. The police reportedly threatened the man that more cases
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Against Torture to take meaningful steps to ensure that all the rights provided under CAT are made
enforceable domestically and that the laws and practices in the country are changed accordingly.

In line with the provisions of CAT, Pakistan is under an obligation to ensure that all complaints of torture are
investigated in a transparent and independent manner and are the probes are more than mere
departmental inquiries. Effective checks and oversight to prevent abuse of the coercive force that the
state places at the disposal of its agents are still lacking. Access to a fair and enforceable right of
compensation to all victims of torture in Pakistan is also an obligation that needs to be honoured.

— Correspondent

Open season on polio vaccinators

If robbing Pakistan's children of education was not bad
enough, they are being deprived of life-saving polio
vaccination amid targeted attacks on the vaccinators.
This latest assault on children's future has dire
consequences for Pakistan's international standing
too as it is among a handful of countries where polio
virus remains a threat to health.

During the monitoring and documentation of human
rights violations and excesses in 48 critical districts,
several cases of attacks on polio workers and their
security escorts were reported. In January, a polio
vaccination team comprising two women was shot at
by two unidentified armed men in Shahi Tump area of
Turbat in Kech district of Balochistan. The vaccinators
remained unhurt. Two suspects were later arrested
and a case lodged.

targeted by unidentified assailants. While the polio
team was inside a house administering polio drops to
children. Unidentified persons fired on two Levies
personnel who stood guard outside the house. Both
died atthe scene.

In Bajaur Agency, on October 22, an improvised
explosive device (IED) planted by unidentified
militants in Mamond tehsil exploded when a vehicle of
the Levies paramilitary personnel passed by. The
vehicle was transporting security personnel and polio
vaccinators. Three persons were injured in the
explosion.

On November 26, four polio workers were shot dead
by masked men in Quetta. The polio vaccinators' team
was on its way to an assigned union council on the

In February, a targeted attack on a
team of polio vaccinators was
reported from Dera Ismail Khan in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The
vaccinators were administering polio
drops to children when armed men
opened fire, killing their police guard.
In March, two attacks were carried
out against polio vaccinators, in Dera
Ismail Khan and Peshawar. In both

’
4

outskirts of Quetta after collecting polio
vaccines from Killi Ahmedzai area
when armed men on motorbikes
intercepted their vehicle on Link Road
on Eastern Bypass. The masked men
shot a woman in the front seat and then
opened indiscriminate firing on the
othersinthe vehicle. After the attack the
perpetrators managed to flee. Militant
group Jundullah claimed responsibility.
Police claimed the vaccination team

incidents, the polio workers
remained safe. However, two
policemen escorting them were killed and one injured.
An improvised explosive device in Khyber Agency
targeted a polio team in an attack. When a security
forces team arrived to take the injured to hospital,
another roadside bomb exploded; one child and
around a dozen security forces personnel providing
security to the polio team were reported to have been
killed.

In April, two policemen guarding a polio vaccination
team in Dera Ismail Khan escaped unhurt when they
were shot at by unidentified assailants.

On September 10, in Mamond area of Bajaur Agency a
security escort guarding a polio vaccination team was

had set off without waiting for their
security protocol to accompany them.
The four polio workers who died included three
women; three persons were injured.

Given this context it was no surprise that in 2014
Pakistan beat its own record set some years ago of
the highest number of polio cases reported in a year.
For Pakistan the failure to confront the propaganda
against polio vaccine is as pressing as ensuring
security of polio vaccinators. In the longer term,
however, rather than assigning security escorts to
countless vaccinators, more imaginative ways need to
be found to prevent the attacks and to ensure that no
child remains unprotected against the polio virus.

— Correspondent
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Torture after CAT ratification

Torture is widespread in Pakistan, with police and security agencies being the most frequent offenders.
Resort to torture in order to extract confessions from suspects and to intimidate individuals in custody or
otherwise has been routinely reported from across the country.

Pakistan's ratification of the Convention Against Torture (CAT) in 2010, had renewed hope that the law
enforcement and security agencies would strive to bring their actions in conformity with the obligations
assumed under CAT and aspire for a higher standard of action by their personnel. The continued reports
of violations of citizens' rights at the hands of agents of the state demonstrate that the hope is yet to be
realised.

According to HRCP's monitoring of 48 selected districts across six regions of Pakistan, 161 cases of
torture were reported in the first 11 months of 2014. The majority of the cases involved torture by police
during reported attempts to arrest a suspect or during custody of suspects. In efforts to apprehend
suspects, apparently excessive use of force and beating of the suspects and mistreatment of their
relatives was reported. Often, citizens staging protests to press for various demands were beaten up to
break up their protests. Reports also indicated lack of appropriate medical treatment for victims of torture.

In February, in district Dadu of Sindh a young rickshaw driver was tortured by policemen while he drove
children to school in the morning. The police had asked him to stop the vehicle for checking but he drove
on as the children were getting late for school. The police chased the rickshaw, forced him to stop,
dragged him out of the vehicle and beat him up with batons in front of the children.

It seemed that cases of police torture went unreported and uninvestigated until they were highlighted by
the media. Cases were often not probed even after media attention. Many victims reported that they had
little expectation of finding justice because complaints against police torture were reported to the police
and investigated by them.

Jan-Nov 2014: reported cases of torture in 48 districts

Gilgit . Interior South Khyber
Baltistan | Balochistan | sjngy” | Punjab | Pakhtunkhwa | FATA | Total
31 19 84 5 17 5 161

The figures quoted in the table also include cases of torture by security agencies after enforced
disappearance of individuals. Such cases were mostly reported from Balochistan and Interior Sindh.

The police are also known to use their authority in settling scores and in personal vendettas or to exact
revenge for perceived disrespect. In July 2014 in Ghizar district of Gilgit Baltistan, a security guard
stopped and asked two youth on a motorbike why they had been roaming on the same road for a long time
at night. One of the young men, who was the son of a police station house officer (SHO), complained to his
father about the guard. A police patrol vehicle was sent to apprehend the guard, who was brought to the
police station and tortured by the SHO and other police personnel. Police also filed a case against him.
Citizens who attempted to report crimes to the police were also tortured on occasion. The impact of that on
victims of crimes wishing to lodge cases with the police can be easily gauged. Police also have an
incentive in making reporting of crime difficult because fewer cases registered at a police station enables
them to portray that security in the area under their control is good.

Civil society organisations have been calling upon Pakistan since the 2010 ratification of the Convention
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322 persons were killed, 227 of them women. Table 1 details the number of 'honor' crimes reported
from the districts in six regions of Pakistan in the first 11 months of 2014.

Table 1 (Jan-Nov 2014): 'Honor' crimes in 48 districts across Pakistan

:  Gilgit- Khyber South Interior :
Region | o tictan| Pakhtunkhwa | FATA | Punjab | Singn |Balochistan | Total
Number
of , 70 92 10 75 81 11 339
honour
crimes

Table 2 shows casualties resulting from 'honour’ crimes in the first 11 months of 2014. Itis evident from
these figures that women bore the brunt of the 'punishment'.

Table 2 (Jan-Nov 2014): Casualties in 'honor' crimes in 48 districts

Women killed | Women injured | Men killed | Men injured | Total

227 50 95 20 392

Itis often difficult to distinguish whether the crime committed was in fact due to any perceived slight to
the family's name or was a tool to avoid giving a share of property to women. Since crimes in the
name of honour are still treated with more leniency than other instances of murder and killers are
regularly released due to the victim's family's support for the perpetrator/s, many resort to using this
path with a view to escape punishment.

The gun culture prevalent in Pakistan, especially in the northern regions of the country, further
exacerbates the problem. Easy access to . ; :
firearms allows for serious crimes in
the guise of grave and sudden
provocation. The vast majority
of the 'honour' crimes counted
in the two tables above
involved the use of firearms,
including Kalashnikovs,
especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, while some
cases reported from Sindh
and South Punjab also
involved the use of axes or
sickles.

Weak prosecution and
impunity for perpetrators of
honor crimes are some of
the main reasons for the
continued pervasiveness
of crime in the name of honour. Journalists and human rights defenders are threatened for reporting
these cases because the reports are deemed to be publicizing a private matter and bringing shame
to the family. It is not uncommon for such matters to be determined in jirgas (council of local elders).
These jirgas almost never have women's representation and the patriarchal mindset inherent in the
crime is repeated through the jirga decisions. The amendment made to statute books in 2004 would
not automatically address these issues. It would require a conscious effort by the authorities and the
civil society to ensure that the law is enforced, its impact in protecting citizens measured and further
changes made, if necessary, to prevent murders in the name of honour.

—Correspondent
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'Honour' killing & euphemisms
for murder

In the so-called honour killings, the victim and the perpetrator are usually related and the act of killing
follows the perpetrators' belief that the victim had brought shame or dishonor upon the family or
community, often for reasons such as refusing to agree to an arranged marriage or choosing her
spouse without the family's blessing.

Violence committed in the name of honour is pervasive in Pakistan and no region is immune from it. It
was an acknowledgement of the pervasive nature of this crime that in 2004, through the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) were
amended, defining 'honour killings as murder with penal punishments.

The change in the law followed the murder of thousands of girls and women and a long struggle by civil
society, which demanded laws to protect women and girls, to criminalization of all murders in the name
of 'honour'; and punishment for the perpetrators and facilitators of these crimes.

In 2013, HRCP decided to more closely monitor and document human rights violations and denial of
rights by organised actors in over four dozen districts across six regions of Pakistan. These included the
so-called honour crimes because of the social norms and the implicit support from within the community
that furnished impunity. Inherent biases extend to the police and courts, making holding the
perpetrators to account difficult.

Although the 2004 amendment was hailed as monumental by the authorities, it has not made a lot of
change on the ground. Hundreds of women continue to pay with their lives for their families' notions of
honour.

Many of the cases of 'honor' crime have almost identical facts, with women killed mostly by fathers,
brothers and husbands. In most of the instances, a case is either not filed or the police are not
enthusiastic in apprehending the culprit and in investigating the crime.

In Nowshera district in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, a woman who wanted to marry her cousin was injured and
her cousin killed when their family members opened fire after seeing them together. The girl's father
refused to register a case, stating that his daughter deserved that fate on account of her behaviour.

Sometimes the perpetrators have tried to put forward a defence of grave and sudden provocation as a
mitigating circumstance for lesser sentence. However, in many cases the murder is just too distinctly
premeditated to be categorized as grave and sudden provocation. In September 2014 in Upper Dir, in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a man killed his wife after his mother alleged that the victim was having affair with
her cousin. The perpetrator was in Saudi Arabia at the time when the accusation was made. He
returned to Pakistan and shot and killed his wife's cousin, but the wife managed to escape. A month
later, he discovered the whereabouts of his wife and shot and killed her. The killer roaming free for a
month after committing a murder, despite public pronouncements that he would kill his wife highlighted
not just the support from society but also the biases among those tasked with catching criminals.

There were some cases that particularly stood out for their barbarity. In June 2014 in Buner, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a man in Pulwani village shot and killed his wife, her parents, sister and a sister-in law.
The perpetrator then proceeded to burn the house down with the bodies inside. The family's crime was
that the perpetrator's wife had refused to live with him and had returned to her parents' house. The
perpetrator believed his wife was having an affair and that she had left him for another man.

In 48 selected districts of Pakistan, monitored more closely due to the critical human rights situation
there, a total of 339 cases of 'honor' crimes were reported in the first 11 months of 2014. In such crimes,
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When defending rights

b

On May 7, 2014, two armed men
walked into the office of Rashid
Rehman Advocate, coordinator of
the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan’s special task force in
Multan. They shot him five times.
Rashid died on the way to the
hospital.

The chain of events that
culminated in his death might
have been set in motion a month
earlier, when three men including
prosecution lawyers threatened
Rashid, inside a courtroom and
in presence of the judge, that
unless he stopped representing
a blasphemy accused “he would
not exist” by the next date of
hearing.

Some might say the sequence
began even earlier, when Rashid
dared to represent the blasphemy
accused, Junaid Hafeez, who
had been unable to find a lawyer
to defend him for over a year. Or
earlier still, when Rashid came to
the defence of Sherry Rehman
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when she found a case registered
against her alleging that her
attempt at reforming Pakistan’s
blasphemy law itself amounted to
blasphemy. Or when he took up
the case of Afsheen Musarrat, a
young woman murdered by her
family for daring to question their
choice of a spouse for her. Rashid
was also one of Mukhtaran Mai's
lawyers and refused to stop
representing her when she was
under severe pressure to drop the
case against men of the powerful
Mastoi tribe, who Mai had
accused of gang rape.

When Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan (HRCP) decided to
look more closely at human rights
violations by organised actors in
nearly four dozen districts across
six regions of the country in 2013,
Rashid was selected as the
coordinator for the South Punjab
region. Something in his
constitution revolted against denial
of human rights to people. He
knew what a dangerous calling
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being a human rights defender
had become in Pakistan. A
number of Rashid’s colleagues at
HRCP had been killed after the
year 2010 for their human rights
work.

There was Naeem Sabir, HRCP
Coordinator for Khuzdar, in
Balochistan, who was shot and
killed on March 1, 2011 by armed
men riding a motorcycle at a book
shop he ran to make a living. The
only offence he had ever caused
anyone was through his
comprehensive reporting of
violations of human rights in
Khuzdar.

Siddique Eido, HRCP Coordinator
for Pasni, Balochistan, was
abducted by men in security
forces uniform in December 2010
in the presence of many
witnesses. His tortured body was
found from Ormara area in April
2011. The uniforms of his
abductors and the vehicles they
had used gave credence to the
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belief that state agents were
involved. Siddique was abducted
in the presence of several
policemen, yet no action was
taken to identify or prosecute his
abductors and Kkillers. Siddique
had worked to highlight incidents
of enforced disappearance and
other human rights violations in
the region and his own
disappearance had also been
challenged in the Supreme Court.

On December 8, 2011, Zarteef
Afridi, HRCP coordinator in
Khyber Agency, FATA, was
assassinated by armed
motorcyclists. Zarteef had been
receiving threats for his tireless
work to promote human rights,
tolerance and peace in a region
raked by conflictand violence.

On February 8, 2013, Malik Jrar
Advocate, HRCP Council
member and a former vice-
chairperson for its Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter, was
assassinated in Peshawar
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when he was going to drop his
children off at school. Jrar’s
sectarian identity and his work
to protect human rights were
believed to be the reasons for
his assassination.

The growing threats to rights
defenders in Pakistan in the last
few years have not happened in
isolation. The biggest reason has
been a failure of the authorities
to provide a safe working
environment to rights defenders.
The state has to answer more
directly for the assassination of
some of the human rights
defenders associated with HRCP,
and with the larger civil society.
However, it shoulders the entire
blame for the killers enjoying

impunity.

In Rashid’s case, the inability to
prosecute or even question the
persons who had extended the
threats and a refusal to provide
security to him against a very
specific threat laid bare the level
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of state’s concern for the safety of
rights defenders.

More broadly, a persistent
failure to bring the Kkillers of
human rights defenders
to justice or to make that a
priority has facilitated impunity.
The killings of human rights
defenders have generally not
even attracted a condemnation
from official quarters, much less
compensation for their families
and pursuit of the Killers. In
these circumstances, many
people have, on account of lack
of effective action, counted the
authorities as being part of the
problem rather than part
of the solution. This context
can change only with a
marked departure from the
understanding of human rights
defenders’ role in and
contribution to society and
a realisation of the state’s
obligation to provide a
conducive environment for their
work.
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occurred due to
starvation but on
account of a
persistent failure to
address factors
such as food
insecurity and
malnourishment,
lack of safe water
and of hygiene and
absence of female
education and
family planning.
These had been
aggravated by poverty, child marriages, long distances restricting access to emergency
maternity and newborn health services, ineffective primary healthcare structure and an
environment of general resignation to a cruel fate. The people thought that the government
had not helped them
sufficiently and in a
timely manner and that
middle men had been
made responsible for
providing relief who had
prioritised profit over
obligation.

In a media briefing at the
conclusion of the
mission, the HRCP team
stated that certain
positive changes had
been noticed including
recent improvement in
availability of health
services, women being
able to leave theirhomes
for work, certain decline

in caste distinction in several
areas and communal harmony
surviving despite provocation
from extremists.

The Commission called for a
holistic development strategy
addressing water, roads, health
and female education; and social
engineering in public-private
partnership where the need for
consultation and inclusive
decision-making was clearly
understood and adhered to.
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It’s not just the drought that kills Thar’s children

e - 7,; -

A Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) mission visited Mithi, in
Tharparkar district of the Sindh province on December 26 and 27, 2014 and
organised a public hearing and a workshop there in order to better understand the
many problems confronting the residents of Thar, including the death of a large
number of children amid a drought. Women and men from various parts of Thar and
civil society activists and development experts attended the public hearing and the
workshop.

It was concluded in the deliberations that one of the basic issues was that the
economy and resources of Thar were no longer able to sustain the rise in
population. Farming and livestock breeding had become largely unsustainable. The
pastoral economy had turned into a cash economy; but people had no cash.
The exploitation of Thar’s abundant natural resources had not created employment
opportunities for the residents of Thar and the large number of unskilled workers
needed immediate attention to engage them productively. A nexus between
development and _ _

labour had not been il T
developed and there ' : e
was concern over aid

dependency setting
in.

The HRCP team
learned that the high
mortality among |}
children was a long

standing chronic
issue which had not
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HRCP Consultation
Women: Employment and Wages

HRCP organised a consultation on ‘women’s wages and employment’ in Karachi on
December 29. The participants in the deliberations said that the government’s failure to
recognise home-based workers (HBW) and domestic workers as labour had denied them
the cover of social security protection. They noted that the informal sector contributed 35
percent to the national economy and employed millions of workers, especially women. It
was highlighted as a matter of grave concern that these workers could neither unionise nor
claim minimum wage or other entitlements available to workers under Pakistan’s law and
the country’s international human rights commitments.

Presentations at the consultation focused on gender-based discrimination and the wage
gap between men and women engaged in identical or substantially similar work; HBWs and
domestic workers; occupational and other health concerns for working women and issues
regarding maternity leave; and the importance of collective bargaining for women workers.

The participants included a large number of women workers, students, social activists,
female doctors and representatives of civil society organisations.

The event concluded with a call for urgently promoting greater awareness of working
women’s rights, ensuring equal pay for equal work and labour rights for all workers and
recognition of women’s contribution to society and the national economy.
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A Tribute to Five Great Human Rights Defenders

Naeem Sabir (1977-2011)
HRCP coordinator for
Khuzdar who was killed

by armed motorcyclists.

He had earlier been
threatened to stop his _Js
reporting of human /
rights violations.

Malik Jrar Advocate (1965-2013)

HRCP Council member and a former vice-
chairperson for its Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter, was
assassinated in Peshawar on

% February 8, 2013, as he drove

his children to school. His
sectarian identity and his
determination to defend
human rights had apparently
offended those who ordered
his killing.

Rashid Rehman (1958-2014)

Siddique Eido (1979-2011)

HRCP Coordinator for Pasni,
Balochistan, was abducted by

men in security forces uniform

in December 2010 and his

tortured body found from

Ormara in April 2011. The

abductors' uniforms and the

vehicles they used indicated

involvement of agents of the

state. Siddique had worked to highlight
enforced disappearance and other human
rights violations in the region.

Zarteef Afridi (1962-2011)

On December 8, 2011, HRCP coordinator
in Khyber Agency, FATA, was assassinated
by armed men on a motorcycle.

He had been receiving threats

for his vigorous work to promote

human rights, tolerance and

peace in a region beset by

conflict and denial of rights

towomen.

Afearless human rights lawyer and HRCP Multan Task Force coordinator. In
early April 2014, three men including prosecution lawyers threatened
Rashid inside a courtroom in presence of the judge and demanded that
he stopped representing a blasphemy accused or he would be killed. The
threat did not deter Rashid. The authorities were alerted, but no action
was taken and more threats followed. On the night of May 7, two men
walked into Rashid's office and shot him five times, causing his death.
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